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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) 



Sir: 

Attached is a list of documents on form PTO-1449 in accordance with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2). 

It is requested that the Examiner consider these documents and officially make them of 
record in accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 and Section 609 of the MPEP. By 
identifying the listed documents. Applicant in no way makes any admission as to the prior art 
status of the listed documents, but is instead identifying the listed documents for the sake of full 
disclosure. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(c), before final Office Action or Allowance, whichever is earlier. 



i2/o/28S4 mmi mmm mirni 



In re: Edward Litwinski 
Appl.No.: 10/631,907 
Filed: July 31, 2003 
Page 2 



A check for the $180.00 fee specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is enclosed. The 
Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fee, or credit any refund, to our Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605. 

Respectfully submitted, ^ 

Nicholas P. Gallo 
Registration No. 50,135 

Customer No. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 

Pax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 1 1 1 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Amendment, 
CoJmkissioner fo^/^^ents, pfq. Box yT5% Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450, on December 6, 2004 
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Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/631,907 


Filing Date 


Julv31 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Edward Litwinski 
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(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Group Art Unit 


3677 


Examiner Name 


Neill R. Wilson 
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Attorney Docket Number 


038190/267786 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 

Initials* 


Cite 

No. 


Document Number 

Number - Kind Code (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages of Relevant Figures 
Appear 




1 


US-3,688,080 


08-29-1972 


Cartwright, et al. 






2 


US-5,3 30,594 


07-19-1994 


Gallagher, Jr. 






3 


US-5,469,617 


11-28-1995 


Thomas, et al. 






4 


US-5,554,233 


09-10-1996 


Heitmann, et al. 






5 


US-5,680,690 


10-28-1997 


Briles, et al. 






6 


US-5,975,406 


11-02-1999 


Mahoney, et al. 






7 


US-200 1/0052 178 Al 


12-20-2001 


Luhm 






8 


US-2002/0 125297 A 1 


09-12-2002 


Stol, et al. 






9 


US-2003/0111143 Al 


06-19-2003 


Wheeler, Jr. 






10 


US-6,638,381 B2 


10-28-2003 


Keener, et al. 






11 


US-6,726,085 B2 


04-27-2004 


Litwinski, et al. 






12 


US-6,742,697 B2 


06-01-2004 


McTeman, et al. 






13 


US-2004/0118900A1 


06-24-2004 


Stevenson, et al. 
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Cite 
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Country Code - Number Kind Code 
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Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
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Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


English 
Language 
Translation 
Attached 


























































Examiner 
Signature 


Date 

Considered 





♦Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicant. 
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